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min, The Kshatrya, The  Vaisa, and The
Soodra.

Originally, in point of respect and rank,
these were, in the order above given, subor-
dinate to each other. At present, it is on-
ly necessary to remark, that although these
distinctions are not universally attended tof
and respect is generally confined to the rich.,
yet the Brain ins are considered, as they
ever were, equal to the gods, while the Soo~
dras are on a level with the beasts of the
field. It is with these gods, on the one hand,
and with these poor beasts on the other, that
we shall be particularly acquainted in the
latter part of this Essay ; for it is chiefly
among these two classes, that crimes are
most prevalent*

The Bramins have in former times been
always the leading body in the State; they
have lately lost somewhat of their authori-
ty*